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Universities are places where students acquire
diverse types of knowledge and abilities. Nowa-
days, the focus of academic education is on pro-
moting students’ competences which enhance
their career opportunities within academia, but
likewise employability beyond it. Academic writ-
ing is one of the central skills for a sucessful ca-
reer in academia, but also promotes competenc-
es, like critical thinking and others, which can
be transferred to other contexts. It requires a
set of complex skills at the theoretical and prac-
tical levels. In addition, academic writing tradi-
tions are deeply intertwined with disciplinary
traditions (e. g. specific genres, conventions,
methodologies, and practices) on the one hand,
and with the language used on the other hand.
With respect to archaeology, as an international
field of research, English has become the most
important language for the publication and dis-
semination of knowledge.

In this situation colleagues at Ludwig-Maximil-
ians-Universitat Munchen and the University of
Jordan decided to carry out this project togeth-
er, in order to train a selected group of students
in archaeology in the central skill of academic
writing and at the same time to highlight its im-
portance in our institutions. Two main aspects
account for the idea to develop this workshop.
First, at many universities in Germany and Jor-
dan, the curricula do not contain courses spe-
cifically devoted to academic writing and devel-
oping academic writing skills. Second, training
students, who are usually educated in their na-
tive tongues, to write in an international aca-
demic language such as English creates an ad-
ditional value.

The workshop as a whole followed four main
principles:

1. Apractice-oriented approach: The workshop
not only combined theoretical input with prac-
tical exercises during the “lessons”. Students
also trained their writing skills practically by ap-
plying what they had learnt within an extended
writing assignement.

2. A"writing-in-the-disciplines” approach: The
workshop included archaeology-specific con-
tents and included a writing assignement with
(self-chosen) archaeological topic, in the typical
form of a “research paper”.

3. Process-oriented structure: The workshop
was modelled along the typical stages of a writ-
ing process (search for a topic, research and
reading, writing and structuring [or structuring
and writingl, revising), but also left time for iter-
ating through this process or jumping between
the various stages.

4. Feedback opportunities: All throughout the
workshop and writing process, students had the
opportunity to schedule individual consultations
with the lecturers whenever needed. During les-
sons in presence, the first steps (decision for a
topic, formulating thesis statement or research
questions etc.) were practiced and dicussed,
and the participants were introduced to giving
peer-feedback, so that they were able to employ
this afterwards. Later on, all students twice re-
ceived feedback by the participating lecturers on
their first and second versions of the paper. In ad-
dition to that, they could once schedule an (on-
line) writing consultation at the Writing Center
of Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitat Munchen.
The writing project started with introductions in
separate groups at the two collaborating univer-
sities in April to May 2023, initiating the first
two phases — search for a topic, and research
and reading. In June 2023, a joint workshop as-
sembled all participants for ten days in Munich
and initiated the third phase of writing and struc-
turing the paper. This joint workshop in pres-
ence included several lessons on diverse topics,
discussion forums, and self-learning activities,
ending with the peer-review of first texts. Sub-
sequently, the participants had to finish their pa-
pers individually during the writing and struc-
turing and the revision phases, but could make
use of a range of both, mandatory and optional
feedback.

The final revisions of the papers were collected
in November 2023 in a reader, which is availa-
ble to students at both collaborating institutions.
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Right: Scenes from the Work-
shop at Munich, June 2023.
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The central aim of the project was to promote
academic writing skills among the participating
students. This included general aspects of aca-
demic writing in English as well as discpline-spe-
cific aspects of writing in archaeology.
Additional aims were ...

« ... to afford the participating students the
opportunity to gather experience in internation-
al collaboration and intercultural communica-
tion by contributing with their specific strengths
and knowledge to the communal learning effort;
« ... to enable staff of the University of Jordan
to gain additional experience in the practical im-
plementation of writing didactics in a university
teaching context;

e ...toshowcase, at LMU Munchen, the rich-
ness of Jordan's archaeological and cultural
heritage, which is usually rather peripherical in
most archaeological disciplines at LMU.
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The Didactic Concept and Implementation
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Schematic Writing Process

Learning Activities

Finding a

Introduction in Amman

Introduction in Munich

topic

Workshop Academic Writing
in Archaeology (in Munich, June 2023)

Research

Writing Process
and Strategies

Argumentation
in Archaeology

Discussion of topics,
theses, and research

guestions

Topic, Thesis,
Research Question

Academic English:

Sentences and Self-learning activities

Writing &

Paragraphs (researching, writing)
Structuring a Paper Citation and Peer-reviewing first
J k Bibliography drafts

Structuring

Consultations
with lecturer in
Amman

Writing
consultation

(LMU Writing
center)

First Feedback

Consultations
with lecturer in

Second Feedback and corrections

Munich

Above: Learning activities were scheduled along a sequence
of general stages of the writing process.

Below: Phases of autonomous researching and writing al-
ternated with various kinds of feedback activities during the
writing process.
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Discussion and Feedback Opportunities
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